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Children of  Light

Ye are all the children of  light, and the children of  the day:
we are not of  the night, nor of  darkness.

1 Thessalonians 5:5

Introduction
 
Children of  Light was designed to be used as a ten-minute program in the morning worship 
service, but it can easily be expanded to a longer version for use on a Sunday or Wednesday 
night as a class. Suggestions will be provided later.

Meeting Time: Sunday Morning Worship: 10 minutes at the beginning of  the sermon or 
10 minutes right after opening announcements. The pastor asks the children to come to the 
front. Other leaders will teach the children for 10 minutes. 

Seating: The children should sit with their backs to the congregation in most cases. Leaders 
may sit facing the congregation. Members of  the congregation may also learn and engage 
with the information presented. When the children have solidly learned a new scripture or 
song, it may be desirable for them to face the congregation to share it. Leaders may need a 
microphone.
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Vision Statement
 

Concerning the Congregation
To see, witness, and support the children’s missions ministry in:

1.	 Building disciples, missionary leaders, and pastors of  today - and tomorrow
2.	 Supporting current missionaries

---ADDITIONAL IMPACT---
1.	 Have a greater direct reach into the community for Jesus
2.	 Grow the church for the next generation

Concerning the Children
1.	 To create a group of  children who understand the responsibility, goal, and impact of  

the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19)
2.	 To teach the children about missions, do missions, pray about missions, and touch on 

U.S. and world history and current events as they relate to missions or the sovereign 
greatness of  God

---ADDITIONAL IMPACT---
1.	 A building block for children’s programs
	 a. A building block for church growth
	 b. A reason for visitors to return (Visitors are often looking for something for their 

children.)
2.	 Additional missions projects and heightened awareness of  missions and missionaries
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Vision Foundational Verses
 

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father, 
and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Ghost:

Matthew 28:19

Ye are the salt of  the earth: but if  the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? 
it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of  men. Ye are the light
of  the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under

a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

Matthew 5:13-16

And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges,
and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.

Luke 14:23

Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.
Proverbs 29:18

And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of  them when thou sittest in thine 
house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. And thou 
shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. And thou

shalt write them upon the posts of  thy house, and on thy gates.
Deuteronomy 6:7-9
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Mission Statement
 

To inspire the next generation through education, participation,
and prayer to partner with Christ to spread the Gospel.

NOTE: The focus is on the Spiritual first in each case, but not forgetting the physical and 
emotional needs.

Mission Foundational Verses
 

John 5 
(Jesus taught the people. But then, in John 6…)

There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes: but what are they among so many?
And Jesus said, Make the men sit down. Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down,
in number about five thousand. And Jesus took the loaves; and when he had given thanks, he distributed
to the disciples, and the disciples to them that were set down; and likewise of  the fishes as much as they

would. When they were filled, he said unto his disciples, Gather up the fragments that remain, that
nothing be lost. Therefore they gathered them together, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of
the five barley loaves, which remained over and above unto them that had eaten. Then those men, when 

they had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of  a truth that prophet that should come into
the world. When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take him by force, to make

him a king, he departed again into a mountain himself  alone.
John 6:9-15
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Missions Prayer Calendar Focus

I’ve picked these dates because it might be easier to focus on some local projects when 
the weather is good, and because certain missions efforts (missionaries and ministries) we 
support have needs during this time. You may wish to consider adjusting these dates
to fit your missionaries’ needs and your missions efforts.

Home Missions Focus
May 1 – Oct 31

Foreign Missions Focus
Nov 1 – Apr 30

Program Outline

The pastor calls the children to the front. Leaders join them to teach the children for 10 
minutes.
•	 Missionary / ministry focus of  the month and topic of  the week with scripture (with or 

without an object lesson) (3 minutes)
•	 Song or Bible Verse to recite (2 minutes)
•	 Closing Prayer (1 minute)
•	 Current Missions Project / Offering Collected by Children (2 minutes)
Children return to parents or wherever they need to be after placing offering on table
and possibly picking up a sticker or candy.

Agenda is 8 minutes. This allows for 2 minutes of  leeway for song / topic to run long.
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Program Outline in More Detail

Pastor calls the children to the front. Leaders join them to teach the children for 10 
minutes.

•	 Topic of  the Week with scripture and with or without an object lesson (3 minutes) 
 
Good morning!  
 
Remember Jesus told us in the Great Commission to go and tell others about Him.  
 
                 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of  
                            the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Ghost:

Matthew 28:19 

This month we are praying for missionaries ______ and ______ who are missionaries 
to _______ (location). (Show location on a map if  possible.) Their ministry focuses 
on reaching _______ (demographic, non-Christian religious group, etc.). 

WEEK 1 - Talk about the specific need that these missionaries have. This information 
may be available through a social media profile, mission board website, or newsletter 
from the missionaries themselves.

WEEK 2 - Mention the need. Then, talk about the climate and geography of  the area 
where they serve and any challenges that this might entail. (It could be hard to travel. 
Communication may be difficult.)

WEEK 3 - Mention the need. Remind about the climate and geography challenges. 
Then, discuss the culture and / or belief  system of  the people they are reaching. 
Mention any specific challenges they may encounter based on this information.

WEEK 4 - Use this week to review and share any testimonies, additional insights 
about the challenges the missionaries may face, or historical information that has 
made a difference for us today or provided us with a witnessing tool. (Topics could 
include: 1) why Christians started using the fish symbol, or 2) how to use the stripes 
on candy canes to witness.) 
 
WEEK 5 - When there is a fifth week, fill in with additional info. 
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•	 Song or Bible Verse to recite (2 minutes) 
 
Have the children sing. Sing with them if  necessary. They may continue to face the altar. 
(“This Little Light of  Mine” could be a good choice.) 

•	 Closing Prayer (1 minute) 
 
Let us remember our missionaries in prayer at this time, and the children’s mission proj-
ect for the month / quarter which is ______. 
 
Lord, please bless these children and their families and help them to grow to love you. 
Bless our missionaries (by name). Please provide protection for them and help them to 
find open hearts that they can reach people for you. We ask that you also bless this offer-
ing that it may be used to reach others for you.  

•	 Current Missions Project / Offering Collected by Children (2 minutes) 
 
Children collect the offering and return to parents or wherever they need to be after  
placing offering on a table or in designated area and (possibly) picking up a sticker or 
candy.

The program lasts eight minutes. This allows for 2 minutes of  leeway for song or topic to 
run long. Be respectful of  the time allotted by the pastor for this program. If  needed, omit 
the section that includes the song or additional scripture. 

Notes and Ideas for a Longer Program

Ways to lengthen the program to 30 minutes or more could include:
•	 A more in-depth study of  the topics of  the week (location, culture, daily lifestyle)
•	 Include stories from the missionaries’ newsletter, website, or social media
•	 Write letters or cards to the missionaries.
•	 Show photos of  the missionaries and their projects
•	 Work on personal witnessing skills
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Missions Project Ideas

Missions projects can run monthly or quarterly depending on the need and size of  your
congregation. Consider utilizing any current church projects so as not to compete.

•	 Summer Project: Collect school supplies and add tracts to distribute to students in need.
•	 Fall Project: Find a family or families to help. Collect food, Bibles, clothing if  sizes can  

be obtained, and toys if  needed, or collect loose change to purchase food to give to a 
food bank.

Program Song Ideas

•	 “Jesus Loves Me”
•	 “This Little Light of  Mine”
•	 “Jesus Loves the Little Children”
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How to Create Your Program Calendar

Two calendars follow. One is partially filled and has notes as an example of  where to start 
and what to place on your calendar. Some information may be best inserted closer to when 
you will use it. 

How to Individualize the Plan for Your Church  

Using the second calendar provided, and the first as an example, do the following:
•	 Insert the names of  your current missionaries – one per month according to location 

(foreign or home)
•	 Find additional missionaries or focus on those again for any remaining months
•	 Insert the names of  current or new missions projects under the missionaries.
•	 Insert the subject of  any historical information you’d like to share for that month
•	 Insert your weekly focus topic (historical, location, cultural, etc.) You may  

only have time to share name, location, and something about their life or need.  
See the section “Program Outline in More Detail” for suggestions about the type 
of  information you may wish to use. 

Suggested Resources for Missionary or Ministry Information

•	 Social media sites
•	 Missionary or ministry websites
•	 Gideons International
•	 Prayer Baptist Missions International, Inc.
•	 Independent Baptist Missions for Asians
•	 Fundamental Baptist Home Missions, Inc.
•	 World Wide New Testament Baptist Missions
•	 Biblical Ministries Worldwide
•	 Central Missionary Clearinghouse

- Organizations are listed for informational purposes only. No affiliation or endorsement is 
implied.
- Churches should obtain permission before reproducing missionary newsletters or photo-
graphs and should not publish sensitive locations or personal information.

https://www.gideons.org/
https://www.prayerbaptistmissions.com/
http://www.ibmaforasians.org/
http://www.fbhm.org/
https://wwntbm.com/
https://www.biblicalministries.org/
https://www.cmcmissions.org/


 Missionaries to Pray for This Month 
(One per month) 

Topics: missionary needs, daily life, location, culture, 
belief system, or history 

Foreign Missions Focus: November-April 

Jan 
Missionary or Ministry 

Missions Project: ____________ Optional Historical Topic to Mention During the Month 

Week 1 Need 
Week 2 Climate/Geography Challenge 
Week 3 Belief System Challenge 
Week 4 Other or Historical 

Feb 
Missionary or Ministry 

Missions Project: ____________ Optional Historical Topic to Mention During the Month 

Week 1 Need 
Week 2 Climate/Geography Challenge 
Week 3 Belief System Challenge 
Week 4 Other or Historical 

Mar 
Missionary or Ministry 

Missions Project: ____________ 
(Historical Topic) 

History of the Christian fish symbol—the ichthys 

Week 1 Need 
Week 2 Climate/Geography Challenge 
Week 3 Belief System Challenge 
Week 4 Other or Historical 

Apr 
Missionary or Ministry 

Missions Project: ____________ Optional Historical Topic to Mention During the Month 

Week 1 Need 
Week 2 Climate/Geography Challenge 

Week 3 Belief System Challenge 
Week 4 Other or Historical 

Home Missions Focus: May-October 

May 
Missionary or Ministry 

Missions Project: ____________ Optional Historical Topic to Mention During the Month 

Week 1 Need 
Week 2 Climate/Geography Challenge 
Week 3 Belief System Challenge 
Week 4 Other or Historical 

Jun 
Missionary or Ministry 

Missions Project: ____________ Optional Historical Topic to Mention During the Month 

Week 1 Need 
Week 2 Climate/Geography Challenge 
Week 3 Belief System Challenge 
Week 4 Other or Historical 

  



 Missionaries to Pray for This Month 
(One per month) 

Topics: missionary needs, daily life, location, culture, 
belief system, or history 

Home Missions Focus: May-October 

Jul 
Missionary or Ministry 

Missions Project: ____________ Optional Historical Topic to Mention During the Month 

Week 1 Need 
Week 2 Climate/Geography Challenge 
Week 3 Belief System Challenge 
Week 4 Other or Historical 

Aug 
Missionary or Ministry 

Missions Project: ____________ Optional Historical Topic to Mention During the Month 

Week 1 Need 
Week 2 Climate/Geography Challenge 
Week 3 Belief System Challenge 
Week 4 Other or Historical 

Sep 
Missionary or Ministry 

Missions Project: ____________ (Historical Topic) 
The Aitken Bible: Endorsed by Congress and Intended for Use in Schools 

Week 1 Need 
Week 2 Climate/Geography Challenge 
Week 3 Belief System Challenge 
Week 4 Other or Historical 

Oct 
Missionary or Ministry 

Missions Project: ____________ Optional Historical Topic to Mention During the Month 

Week 1 Need 
Week 2 Climate/Geography Challenge 

Week 3 Belief System Challenge 
Week 4 Other or Historical 

Foreign Missions Focus: November-April 

Nov 
Missionary or Ministry 

Missions Project: ____________ 
(Historical Topic) 

Abraham Lincoln’s Thanksgiving Proclamation 

Week 1 Need 
Week 2 Climate/Geography Challenge 
Week 3 Belief System Challenge 
Week 4 Other or Historical 

Dec 
Missionary or Ministry 

Missions Project: ____________ 
(Historical Topic) 

Legend of the Candy Cane 

Week 1 Need 
Week 2 Climate/Geography Challenge 
Week 3 Belief System Challenge 
Week 4 Other or Historical 

  



 Missionaries to Pray for This Month 
(One per month) 

Topics: missionary needs, daily life, location, culture, 
belief system, or history 

Foreign Missions Focus: November-April 

Jan   

Week 1  
Week 2  
Week 3  
Week 4  

Feb   

Week 1  
Week 2  
Week 3  
Week 4  

Mar   

Week 1  
Week 2  
Week 3  
Week 4  

Apr   

Week 1  
Week 2  
Week 3  
Week 4  

Home Missions Focus: May-October 

May   

Week 1  
Week 2  
Week 3  
Week 4  

Jun   

Week 1  
Week 2  
Week 3  
Week 4  

  



 Missionaries to Pray for This Month 
(One per month) 

Topics: missionary needs, daily life, location, culture, 
belief system, or history 

Home Missions Focus: May-October 

Jul   

Week 1  
Week 2  
Week 3  
Week 4  

Aug   

Week 1  
Week 2  
Week 3  
Week 4  

Sep   

Week 1  
Week 2  
Week 3  
Week 4  

Oct   

Week 1  
Week 2  
Week 3  
Week 4  

Foreign Missions Focus: November-April 

Nov   

Week 1  
Week 2  
Week 3  
Week 4  

Dec   

Week 1  
Week 2  
Week 3  
Week 4  
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About the Author

Jean A. Sturgill is a Christian with a heart for missions. She is the 
author of multiple books and the owner of multiple websites.  She’d 
love to connect with you on social media. See below for more.

Christian Websites

•	 Drew’s Animals - https://drewsanimals.com - Christian educational website for kids. 
•	 Realizing Your Winning Potential - https://www.yourwinningpotential.com  - The blog section has 

devotionals for adults. Many of these were originally radio segments.  
 

Social Media Profiles

•	 LinkedIn - https://www.linkedin.com/in/jeansturgill
•	 Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/jean.sturgill

Christian Books - Available on Amazon

Bouncing Beaver Discovers God: A Drew’s Animals Book (children) 
You Are Who GOD Says You Are: 8 Steps to Overcoming the Past (adults, blue cover is full book)

 
Business Book- Available on Amazon

52 Leadership Tips: How to Lead by Inspiration - NOT Intimidation

https://drewsanimals.com
https://www.yourwinningpotential.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jeansturgill
https://www.facebook.com/jean.sturgill
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1419678221/ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_bibl_vppi_i4
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00728C4HA/ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_bibl_vppi_i0
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1943620016/ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_bibl_vppi_i1
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